
The intent and design of the curriculum



Introductions – Scott Faulkner



Introductory Reflections

Key areas
• How does the college’s overarching intent inform the breadth of it’s curriculum 

offer ?   
• How do teachers establish a clear intent for their curriculum ?
• How do teachers plan and sequence the curriculum to develop knowledge, 

understanding and skills over time ?
• How does the curriculum intent and design support the personal development of 

young people ?
• How was curriculum intent and design explored by Ofsted during inspection ?

What do you feel your school / college does very well in relation to this 
workshop’s focus?

What do you feel your school / college could improve in relation to this 
workshop’s focus?

Is there anything specific that you’re particularly keen to find out more 
about?
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How does the college’s overarching intent inform the breadth of it’s 
curriculum offer ?   



Discussion

5 Minutes

Why do you offer the courses that you do ?

How do you  know that these are the right 
courses for students?

Add your response

www.menti.com

Code: 2333 9569

http://www.menti.com/


Local Needs and forecasts

IAG and identification of pathways 
applicable to our students –
discussion in regards to common 
pathways

Breadth of curriculum for all learners

How will students be able to 
progress further in the subject ?







How do teachers establish a clear intent for their curriculum ?



Identification of local needs and the 
future job market

Match up of skills to similar subject 
areas. Specialist areas

Awareness of intent with all learners 
very early on and pathways

How did teachers and middle leaders 
demonstrate and prepare?









How do teachers plan and sequence the curriculum to develop knowledge, 
understanding and skills over time ?



Collaboration and trust

Developing the big picture

Integrating metacognition to 
develop learners over time

Assessment that focuses on skills 
development over time

Developing academic literacy



Discussion

How does planning within your own 
schools/colleges enable students to become 
more independent learners over time ?

Add your response
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How does the curriculum intent and design support the personal 
development of young people ?



Personal Development at New College Doncaster

Tutorial Programme

• Optic Skills

• FBV

• Excellence Academy

• Life Skills

Integrating Personal Development throughout the curriculum







Personal Development at New College Doncaster

Subject Enrichment – Two year enrichment plans
3 interactions per year

• Universities
• Apprenticeships
• Employee Encounters
• Trips and Visits
• Guest Speakers
• Competitions

Aligned with curriculum delivery
Reviewed by Ofsted

Integrating Personal Development throughout the curriculum



Personal Development at New College Doncaster

Extra Curricular programme

• Health and Wellbeing 
• Life skills and experiences
• Clubs and Societies
• Super Curricula 

Ofsted Review

Integrating Personal Development throughout the curriculum



How was curriculum intent and design explored by Ofsted during inspection ?



Deep Dive areas (Maths, English, Psychology, Criminology, Games Design and 
Business Studies)

• Lessons

• Student focus groups

• Discussions with middle leaders

• Folder Checks

• Inspector discussed design and sequencing 
with teacher, why were students on this 
particular piece ? – including expected skills

• Spoke with students in regards to their previous 
knowledge and their awareness of what comes 
next? Particularly keen on preview tasks

• Discussed with Head of School for English to 
establish why single and combined options were 
offered. Also discussed staff workload.

• Asked for a sample to check on development of 
students work overtime, with focus on exam 
wrappers and how these informed future planning.



Plenary Reflection

Can you identify some key priorities / 
strategies / systems that you could 
introduce or develop further within your 
own school or college?
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Thank You


