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History 
A Level History Summer Independent Learning 2025 

 

What is Summer Independent Learning? 
Summer Independent Learning (SIL) is a series of activities designed to introduce to you the context of 
Russian history in the early 20th century. Russia 1917-1953 is the depth study (paper 2) in A Level 
History at New College Doncaster. Many students will not have have studied Russian history before, 
or studied it less compared to other historical topics. Therefore, learning the context of Russia before 
you start in September will help you develop the knowledge, research and critical thinking skills that 
will allow you to ‘hit the ground running’ with your A Level studies from September.  

The A Level History SIL is made up of some compulsory tasks and some optional tasks. You must 
complete all compulsory tasks. You can complete the optional tasks if you want to as extra research. 

 

How do you complete SIL? 
The tasks are designed to take time and make you think hard. You may want to space them out e.g., 
plan to do one task a day over 5 separate days during the summer holiday. It should take you a 
minimum of 8 hours to complete all the tasks the set, but it may take longer than this.  

Resources to complete each task are in this document. Websites needed are accessible by clicking 
the links within this document.  

You can either complete the tasks by hand or on a word document. If you complete the SIL on a 
computer, then you will need to make sure you can print it off to hand in for your first lesson.  

You must not use artificial intelligence (AI) to write any of the answers for any part of your SIL. We 
want to see how you think and write as a history student.  

SIL must be handed in (handwritten or printed out) in your first history lesson. It must be completed 
before the first day of college on Thursday 4 September 2025.   
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Compulsory task 1: fact files 
Tsar Nicholas II 

Create a fact file of Tsar Nicholas II using the links below to research the 
tsar. Answer the following questions in your fact file: 

• What do you think were 3 of Nicholas II’s key strengths as tsar of 
Russia? Why do you think these were strengths? 

• What do you think were 3 of Nicholas II’s key weaknesses tsar of 
Russia? Why were these weaknesses? 

Links for research: 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Nicholas-II-tsar-of-Russia  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/nicholas_ii.shtml 

 

Vladimir Lenin  

Create a fact file for Lenin that focuses on his background and 
influence in Russia. Maximum of 6 key facts.  

Links for research: 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Vladimir-Lenin  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/lenin_vladimir.shtml 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Nicholas-II-tsar-of-Russia
https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/nicholas_ii.shtml
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Vladimir-Lenin
https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/lenin_vladimir.shtml
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Compulsory task 2: key questions 

Read chapter 1, photocopied from Chris Corin and Terry Fiehn’s book Communist Russia under Lenin 
and Stalin, (London, Hodder Education, 2015). You will find the photocopied pages at the end of this 
document. As you read the chapter, answer the following questions: 

1. Why was the geographical size of Russia important? 
2. What were the problems with communication in Russia? What types of problems might these 

communication issues lead to? 
3. How diverse was Russia in terms of nationality by the beginning of the 20th century? 
4. What was the policy of Russification? Why was it implemented? What were the problems with this 

policy? 
5. What percentage of the population were peasants in Russia in 1900? 
6. What is an autocracy? 
7. How did the tsars run Russia? 
8. What was the role of the Orthodox Church in tsarist Russia? 
9. What opposition developed towards the tsars? 
10. How did the tsars deal with the opposition towards them? 
11. Why was modernisation needed in Russia? 
12. Why was modernisation dangerous to the tsar? 
13. What were the long-term causes of the 1905 Revolution? 
14. What were the short-term causes of the 1905 Revolution? 
15. Why was the tsar forced to make concessions during 1905? 
16. What were the concessions that the tsar made? 
17. What developments between 1906 and 1914 reduced the chance of revolution in the future and 

why? 
18. What developments between 1906 and 1914 increased the chance of revolution in the future and 

why? 
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Compulsory task 3: short essay 
Using your notes from tasks 2 and 3 and the additional links below, write a short essay (about 500 
words) that answers the following question: To what extent were economic factors the main cause of 
the 1905 Revolution in Russia? 

Advice for writing your essay: 

• Pick three causes to use as the factors for your three main paragraphs.  
• For each cause, identify three pieces of evidence that show this factor was a cause of the 1905 

Revolution.  
• Explain why this was a cause of the 1905 revolution.  
• Rank your causes from most to least important and make links between them to explain why one 

cause was more important compared to another.  
• Outline your main argument in your introduction – what is you rank order of causes? 
• Summarise your argument in your conclusion.  

Draw out and complete the following planning grid to help you write the essay: 

Cause (factor) 3 x evidence that 
shows this was a cause 
of revolution 

Explanation  Evaluation (judgement) 

Cause 1: most 
important cause 

1 
2 
3 

This was a cause of the 
1905 Revolution 
because... 

This was more a more 
important cause 
compared to cause 2 
and 3 because... 

Cause 2: second 
most important 
cause 

1 
2 
3 
 

This was a cause of the 
1905 Revolution 
because... 
 

However, this was a less 
important cause 
compared to cause 1 
because... 
It was still a more 
important cause 
compared to cause 3 
because... 

Cause 3: third 
most important 
cause 

1 
2 
3 

This was a cause of the 
1905 Revolution 
because... 
 

Whilst this was an 
important cause, it was 
less important 
compared to cause 1 
and 2 because... 

 

Additional links to use in research for your essay:  

• https://explaininghistory.org/2025/05/11/the-causes-of-the-1905-russian-revolution-a-structural-
analysis/  

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwxv34j/revision/1 - use the ‘pages’ section on the left-
hand side of this website to look at the different long term and short-term causes of the revolution.  

https://explaininghistory.org/2025/05/11/the-causes-of-the-1905-russian-revolution-a-structural-analysis/
https://explaininghistory.org/2025/05/11/the-causes-of-the-1905-russian-revolution-a-structural-analysis/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwxv34j/revision/1
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Compulsory task 4: political parties  
Use the image and written summary below to answer the questions. 
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How influential were the Bolsheviks in Russia between 1900 and 1917? 

The Bolsheviks were a faction of the Russian Social Democratic Labour Party led by Lenin. Their 
influence during this period was important but also limited in some ways. 

Early Years (1903-1905): 

The Bolshevik party was founded in 1903. They were a small, radical group who wanted a workers’ 
revolution based on Marxist ideas. They were active in organising workers, spreading revolutionary 
ideas, and encouraging strikes. However, they were overshadowed by other political groups like the 
liberals and more moderate socialists. The 1905 Revolution gave them some opportunity to gain 
support, but they remained relatively small and often operated underground because the Tsarist 
regime suppressed revolutionary groups. 
 
Between 1906 and 1914: 

After the 1905 Revolution failed to overthrow the Tsar, the Bolsheviks faced a crackdown and went 
through a period of reduced activity. They remained committed to revolution but struggled to grow 
their support among peasants and workers, who often supported other parties like the Socialist 
Revolutionaries (SRs). The Bolsheviks mainly gained support in industrial cities among certain groups 
of workers but were still a minority. 
 
During World War I (1914-1917): 

The war caused huge problems in Russia: food shortages, military defeats, and widespread anger. 
The Bolsheviks’ anti-war stance and promises to end the war and give land to the peasants made their 
ideas more popular. By mid 1917, the Bolsheviks had grown significantly in influence, especially in 
key industrial centres like Petrograd (St. Petersburg) and Moscow. They were able to organise soldiers 
and workers effectively and became a major force in the revolutionary events of October/November 
1917. 
  
Questions to answer: 

1. Who were the social democrats and what did they believe? 
2. Who were the Bolsheviks and what did they believe? 
3. Who were the Mensheviks and what did they believe? 
4. Why do you think the Bolsheviks remained less influential in Russia between 1900 and 1914? 
5. Why do you think the Bolsheviks started to gain more support as World War One progressed? 

To answer questions 4 and 5 you will need to use the information above and link this to the wider 
context you have already covered in tasks 1 to 3 in order to make some inferences that will help you 
answer these questions.  

 



   
 

 7  
 

Compulsory task 5: Marxism and ideology  
Read the following and use it to answer the questions below the information:  

What is Marxism? 

Karl Marx was born in Germany in 1818 and died in London in 1883. He is known as an economist and 
a philosopher as well as a social theorist, whose ideas have had huge impact around the world. His 
ideas inspired the foundation for many communist societies. At the turn of the twentieth century, over 
half the world was being organised and governed under the influence of his ideas.  

Marx argued that the relationship that people have with the economy shapes everything else; ideas, 
relationships, belief systems, culture. Marx argued that throughout history, society has transformed 
from feudal society into Capitalist society, which is based on two social classes, the ruling class 
(bourgeoisie) who own the means of production (factories, for example) and the working class 
(proletariat) who are exploited (taken advantage of) for their wage labour. This means that the ruling 
class uses the working class to produce goods and services and keep the profit for themselves. 
Capitalism is based on the idea of private ownership of property, which encourages the individual 
pursuit of profit. Marxists argue that this system creates great inequalities in societies between the 
two social classes.  

Marx was highly critical of capitalism and argued that the ruling class would get more and more rich 
and powerful while conditions for the working class would continue to be poor. Marx argued that in 
capitalist society, the working class feel alienated (removed from their labour) and exploited. Marx 
claimed that institutions such as religion and the family provide some relief from these feelings of 
exploitation and alienation. In other words, explaining away inequality and making people accept 
their oppressed position. He calls this false class-consciousness, the idea that people are not aware 
of the true extent of their exploitation.  

However, Marx argued that the proletariat would become aware of their exploited position, come 
together and overthrow the system through a revolution, after which society would change radically 
into a communist or socialist society. Marx argued that this new type of society would remove the 
private ownership of property, and make sure that everyone was equal, removing social class 
differences. Contemporary examples of communist societies are China, Cuba and the former USSR. 

How was Lenin was influenced by Marxism? 

Lenin was inspired by Karl Marx’s ideas about class struggle and the need for the working class 
(proletariat) to overthrow the ruling class (bourgeoisie). Like Marx, Lenin believed that capitalism was 
an unfair system exploiting workers and that it would eventually collapse. Lenin agreed with Marx that 
after the revolution, the working class should take control of the state and work towards a classless, 
communist society. 
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How did Lenin adapt Marxism to Russia? 

• Russia was not fully industrialised: Marx predicted that a revolution would happen in advanced 
capitalist countries where a large, organised working class existed (like Britain or Germany). But 
Russia was mostly rural and agricultural, with a small industrial working class. Lenin argued that 
revolution could happen in Russia despite this, by leading the working class and aided by 
peasants. 

• Role of the Vanguard Party: Lenin believed the working class alone might not be politically aware 
or organised enough to lead a revolution. So, he created the idea of a vanguard party - a small, 
disciplined group of professional revolutionaries who would lead and guide the workers and 
peasants. 

• Use of violence and dictatorship: Lenin believed that a strong, centralised government was 
necessary to defend the revolution and crush opposition. This was the dictatorship of the 
proletariat - a temporary but forceful rule by the working class through their party, to build 
socialism. 
 

Lenin took Marx’s ideas about class struggle and revolution but changed them to fit Russia’s mainly 
rural society and weaker working class. He emphasised the need for a strong, disciplined party to 
lead the revolution and maintain power, which became the foundation of Bolshevik rule after 1917. 

Questions to answer from the text: 

1. What are the key ideas of Marxism? 
2. How did Lenin adapt Marxist ideas to fit the context of Russia in the early 20th century?  

Additional optional tasks 
Optional task 1: 

Read the article from London School of economics on Lenin’s theory of socialist revolution and make 
a set of Cornell notes on the key points from the article 

Article: 

https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/2020/04/22/revisiting-lenins-theory-of-socialist-revolution-on-
the-150th-anniversary-of-his-birth/  

Instructions on how to make Cornell notes: 

https://www.goodnotes.com/blog/cornell-notes  

Optional task 2: 

Read the article by Jonathan Davis and make a set of Cornell notes on the key points from the article: 

Article: 

https://daily.jstor.org/the-birth-of-the-soviet-union-and-the-death-of-the-russian-revolution/  

https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/2020/04/22/revisiting-lenins-theory-of-socialist-revolution-on-the-150th-anniversary-of-his-birth/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/2020/04/22/revisiting-lenins-theory-of-socialist-revolution-on-the-150th-anniversary-of-his-birth/
https://www.goodnotes.com/blog/cornell-notes
https://daily.jstor.org/the-birth-of-the-soviet-union-and-the-death-of-the-russian-revolution/
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Reading for compulsory task 2: 
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