
  

  

A Level English Language & Literature Summer Independent Learning Year 11-12  

  

Welcome to A Level English Language & Literature.  

Please complete the following tasks ready for your first day at New College:  

  

Compulsory Content:   

Part 1: Sense of Voice  

Task 1: Research the following contextual factors surrounding the American President, John F. 

Kennedy:  

-When did he become President? 

-What was notable about his Presidency? 

-What was happening socially, culturally and politically at this time? You may want to consider 

the following: 

-The threat of Russia and Communism 

-The Cold War and nuclear warfare 

-The Space Race 

-Newly independent countries following decolonisation at this time 

-America’s position as a global superpower 

Task 2: Read the speech attached at the end of this document (Source A) and annotate in        

detail, the ways JFK addresses his audience following his election victory:  

 You should consider and identify:  

1. Who JFK is addressing in different parts of the speech. 

2. What he is offering these different groups and why. 

3. How he is influenced by the contextual factors you have researched above. 

4. What tone/ emotions are conveyed in the speech. 

5. The different linguistic and literary devices he uses to convey these ideas. 



  

Task 3: Written Task 

 

-Write 300-word summary of the key ideas within the speech and how it is influenced by its 

context. 

- Select at least 3 linguistic/ literary device used by JFK within the speech and write an analysis 

of how they create tone/ emotions within the speech. You may wish to use the P.E.E or T.E.A 

structure to support you in this.  

 

Part 2: A Streetcar Named Desire  

Task 1: You need to purchase the following texts for the first term:    

A Streetcar named Desire (ISBN:  9780141190273)  

Wuthering Heights (ISBN: 9781853260018)  

  
  

  

Task 2: Read A Streetcar Named Desire, by Tennessee Williams.   

You might also watch a production on YouTube if you would like to see it in performance, 

but this should be done in addition to, not instead of, the reading task. You should:  

• Summarise each scene in brief, bullet-point form- key characters, events and staging.   

• Select two pieces of textual evidence from each scene and describe in detail the effect 

created by Williams with the use of each piece of evidence.   

• Your evidence can be dialogue or stage directions such as use of sound, staging, props, 

costume or proxemics.   

• You might want to consider tone, lexis, connotations, symbolism and imagery, 

depending on the quotation selected. 

  

  

 Task 3: Analytical Writing – A Streetcar Named Desire   

After reading the play produce an essay of at least 600 words in answer to one of the following 

questions:  

  



  

• Explore Williams’ presentation of Blanche in the first three scenes of A Streetcar Named      

Desire.   

• Explore Williams’ presentation of Stanley in the first three scenes of A Streetcar Named       

Desire.  

  

 

 

Strongly Advised:   

 

 

Part 3: Wuthering Heights    

  

You will be studying this novel during term 2 and expected to read independently during term 

1. In preparation for this, it is recommended you research the novel’s plot, key characters and 

themes, as well as the context including:   

• Emily Bronte’s history & biography   

• Industrial revolution in England   

• Romanticism  

• Gothic   

If you are able to visit the Bronte Parsonage at Haworth, West Yorkshire over the summer 

months, this will give you an invaluable insight into this text. We will be offering this as a trip to 

students later in Y12.  
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