English Literature — Summer
Independent Learning Y11-Y12

Compulsory Content

Activity 1: Purchasing the Relevant Texts for Year 12

e A Streetcar Named Desire (ISBN: 9780141190273)
e Poems of the Decade (ISBN: 9780571325405)

e Frankenstein (ISBN: 139781853260230)*

e The Handmaid’s Tale (ISBN: 0099740915)

*All of the exams for A Level English are open book, so these are the editions you will have
in the exam.

However, these tend to be minimalist in terms of notes and explanations, given the fact that
they will be used in exams. This is certainly the case for Frankenstein, where we use the

Wordsworth Classic edition.

A much more helpful edition for students who want to - and, indeed, need to - get into this
complicated text in greater detail would be a critical edition, such as the Norton Critical
Edition (978-0393644029) or the Pengin Classic Edition (ISBN: 978-0141439471).

While these won’t be the editions you have in the exam, they will help you understand and
analyse the text better for the exam.

Also, if you decide to get an edition other than those suggested above - or already have a
copy of the novel - be sure that it is the 1831 edition of Frankenstein, not the 1818 edition.!
This is the preferred edition of the exam board - and pretty much all lovers of the novel!

Most editions make clear on the cover if it's the 1818 edition, but if you have any concerns,
do ask at the book shop, or double check the information online before your purchase.

1 For anyone interested, Mary Shelley edits her original novel to include more information about
Victor Frankenstein’s backstory, so we have extra chapters that are not in the 1818 version, plus
Shelley decides to change the novel tonally, so that it emphasises themes of fate and destiny, as well
as Romantic ideals, in greater narrative detail.



Activity 2: Poetic Terminology
Complete the Poetic Terminology worksheet (Source A) in full.

e Fill in definitions you already know.
e Research unfamiliar terms and complete them in a different colour.

Activity 3: Poetry
Read the poem 'Ash’ (Source B) and complete the following tasks:

e Annotate the poem to identify key choices in language, structure, and form.
e Write an analytical response of around 300 words exploring how the poet presents
ideas about love.

Activity 4: Short Story Analysis

Read the short story ‘The Yellow Wallpaper’ by Charlotte Perkins Gilman, and answer the
questions about the story (Source C)

e While not an examination text, this short story will introduce the key independent
reading and analytical skills you will need to develop for the coursework element of the
course.

e We will be returning to this story to do a short comparison piece later in the Autumn
term when we introduce the coursework, so we want you to be prepared.

e Finally, this is a classic short story that any burgeoning student of literature needs to
know - so enjoy!

Activity 5: A Streetcar Named Desire

We will read the play A Streetcar Named Desire starting the third week of the course, so it is
crucial that you have purchased the text by then.

We will read through the play together as a class, but feel free to read ahead this summer if
you would like.



However, it is important that you watch a version of the play. You can make references to
specific productions in your exam response, so watching the plays is a crucial aspect to your
study and appreciation of the text.

Therefore, over the summer, watch either:

e The 1951 film version, directed by Elia Kazan
(https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0044081/)

OR

e The 2014 National Theatre Production (https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4020156/)

Strongly Recommended Activity
» Start reading both The Handmaid'’s Tale and Frankenstein before starting the course.

Source A: Poetic Terminology

Literary Term Definition

Metaphor

Personification

Caesura

Lineation

Couplet

Tercet

Quatrain

Anaphora




Chremamorphism

Diacope

Epizeuxis

Assonance

Zoomorphism

Auditory imagery

Enargia

Hyperbole

Alliteration

Gustatory imagery

Allegory

Ode

Dramatic monologue

Satire

Free verse

Monostich




Quintain

Sestet

Septet

Octet

Source B: Ash by Kieran Cottrell
I had a heart like an upturned ashtray.

I spoke smoke. People held their breath.
When I found you, ash was all I had to

pile at your feet.

I did not know what you would do
with my dire, dirtying heart crumbled

there, burning.

Would you brush it off, blow it out,
heap it, beating, in your palm offend

the wind with it?
No, you found soil, seeded it. You
poured my heart in, stirred what [

had wasted. And we waited.

Now here's a sapling. Soon, an ash tree.




Source C: ‘The Yellow Wallpaper’ by Charlotte Perkins Gilman

and selected writings - * Perkins Gilman
/introduced by Maggie Qﬁfarrel %
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